
Banyan: SOAS Advocates

Statement of Ethical Guidelines

Preamble:

The aim of Banyan: SOAS Advocates is to facilitate partnerships between SOAS postgraduate law students and third-party organisations looking to collaborate on projects that have clear development, human rights or social justice advocacy goals. This Statement sets out the criteria by which potential collaborative projects must be judged. It  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Banyan:  SOAS  Advocates  Committee  to  assess  whether projects suggested by third-party organisations fit this criteria. Only projects  that  are agreed by a majority of  the  Banyan:  SOAS Advocates Committee to clearly fulfill the criteria will be adopted. Banyan students must also take responsibility for ensuring that projects continue to abide by these guidelines. This Statement does not set out to be a comprehensive guide for resolving all ethical choices that will be faced by Banyan: SOAS Advocates. For this reason, the spirit of Banyan – that of an  overriding  commitment  to  social  justice  -  is  as  important  to  project  assessment  as  the guidelines set out below.
Guidelines:1) All  organisations involved with the proposed project  must have clear  development,  human  rights  or  social  justice  advocacy  goals.  This  includes  the  commissioning organisation of the project.2) The background and character of all organisations involved must be deemed to cohere with the aims and spirit of Banyan.3) The  Committee  must  obtain  or  have  access  to  relevant  information  regarding  the project and organisations involved in order for them to make a reasonably informed judgment with regards to points (1) and (2).



4) Collaborations  with  profit-making  companies  or  on  projects  which  involve  profit-making companies as partners will presumptively not be accepted unless the balance of all of the other conditions are strongly in favour of accepting the project. This might include, for example, projects supporting public interest law firms or chambers.5) Third-party organisations must be committed to sustaining a relationship of mutual respect  and  non-exploitation  with  Banyan students  throughout  the  duration  of  the project.  If  difficulties  or  grievances  arise  and they cannot  be  resolved between the students and organisations, the Committee will be responsible for their resolution.  6) Projects must be a source of valuable experience for students. The work required from students must be relevant to and likely to develop their skill-sets. 7) Students will be required to submit declarations of conflict of interests before a project can commence.
8) Standards  of  confidentiality  will  be  a  matter  between  students  and  third-party organisations. While there will always be an expectation of reasonable confidentiality with regard to project details, the Committee and project team will discuss in advance with the organisation the possibility of  limited accounts of  the work being used in Banyan press, communications and outreach. 


